
Friday 12th December 2008

Dear Everyone,
 
Please find attached The Draft National Cultural Policy of Trinidad and Tobago. It is a document that has been 
battled for for over 45 years by 4 generations of artists and creative industry people in this country. The 
document here attached was supposed to go for public consultation and has been in the Ministry of Community 
Development, Culture and Gender Affairs' hands for the last 8 months. Please read the document carefully and 
jot down all your ideas as to how it can be improved. It is a Draft. It is your document as a stakeholder and as a 
citizen. It is yours to improve as you see fit. Before going any further however I should just give you a brief run-
down of the pathway to the document and hopefully its future:
 
HISTORY
Artists have submitted literally hundreds of documents and ideas over the last 4 decades into the Ministry 
attempting to assist it in the facilitation of the Arts and Cultural Industry- most of this Genius unfortunately has 
not been heeded. The document that most stakeholders knew to be the most important that should exist was a 
National Cultural Policy. A Cultural Policy is a document that would establish the protocols of the relationship 
between the Ministry and its stakeholders. It would establish an infrastructural, legislative and regulatory 
framework for the Arts and Cultural Industry. It should define and champion Culture as the critical, centrifugal 
force in nation building and defend its role in the lives of citizens, in the life of its business and economy, and as 
our primary ambassadorial force in the world. The Cultural Policy should facilitate the phenomena called 
Trinidad and Tobago and its creativity and its creations.

There have been some attempts to fashion this document in the recent past. Lately Directors’ of Culture Hollis 
‘Chalkdust’ Liverpool and Mungal Patessar both crafted documents. The 2020 Vision Cultural Committee also 
has a document which was compiled by many luminary artist including Pat Bishop, Leroy Clarke and Pearl Eintou
Springer. In addition there have been important research based documents that have emerged in the past 
decade from the tables of Dr. Keith Nurse, Professor Henry and others. The Trinidad and Tobago Entertainment 
Company and Film Company both have created meticulously researched documents that have been the full sum 
of years of stakeholder inputs. All these documents contained either brilliant philosophical principles on one 
hand- or on the other exhaustive international and local statistics and a comprehensive list of programmes that 
should be engaged in. 

This Draft document in your possession has taken- we hope- the best elements of these documents (and dozens 
of others going right back to the Independence period locally, as well as many international Cultural Policy 
documents) and has attempted to fashion a holistic whole. This definitive Draft contains a blueprint for an 
embracing ecosystem of institutions, legislation, regulatory frameworks, policies, checks and balances that will 
lead to the following: a healthy creative citizenry; a healthy national Arts and creative environment; a brilliant 
resourced intuitive, trained, and expert artist class; and a sustainable, profitable and internationally minded 
Cultural Industry.

In the past decade some of the submissions contributed by stakeholders were brought to bear in the 
formulation of a Draft Cultural Policy document by the dedication of then Director of Culture Eric Butler. The 
findings were collated into several drafts, the final which was presented to the Hounourable Minister Joan 
Yuille-Williams in 2007. Due to her findings and a climate of activism the Minister recommended the 
establishment of a review committee to be overseen by the Honourable Minister Eudine Job-Davis.
  
The committee consisted of:

 The Honourary Eudine Joan Davis- the Minister with responsibility for the committee
 Mr. Eric Butler- former Director of Culture
 Dr. Bruce Paddington- UWI Lecturer
 Rubadiri Victor- Multi-media artist
 Mr. Lester Efebo Wilkinson- retired Permanent Secretary
 Professor Patricia Mohammed- UWI lecturer



 Vel Lewis- Curator of the National Museum and
 A representative from the Tobago House of Assembly

There were a number of preliminary meetings but from the inception it was difficult to assemble the entire 
committee because of the competing work schedules of the participants. On very few occasions the majority of 
the committee met and began its work. However after a few weeks the committee was reduced to a working 
group of just three people- Eric Butler, Bruce Paddington and Rubadiri Victor. 

These three participants were determined to carry out the original mandate- even though no formal letters of 
appointment had been issued. This group took on the task of formally reviewing and modifying the Draft 
National Cultural Policy document in detail. 

This small working committee consistently met every week from July 2007 to April/June 2008- in half-day and 
whole-day sessions to complete the Draft.  The Draft was then submitted to the Permanent Secretary. The 
course after that should have been as follows: the Draft receives approval by the Ministry and the Honourable 
Minister; the Draft is then presented to Cabinet; Cabinet approves and then it is rolled out for public national 
consultation and Parliamentary consideration after which it is adopted. 

A GUIDE
We are to this date waiting to hear the timeline for this process. I am here presenting to you all the Draft for 
your perusal and distribution as you see fit. Please note the following as a guide to the document: 

 The first 30 pages of the document is spent in rolling out the following: the philosophy of the document;
a definition of Culture; an investigation of the global cultural industries, the broader international 
cultural moment, and the current status of Trinidad and Tobago culture and the Arts; the History of 
Trinidad and Tobago and its Ministerial engagement with Culture, and the specific ambitions of the 
document.

 Actual Policy begins to be outlined from page 31 for those who are impatient- we still suggest you read 
everything before.

 The document has different currents in it- one of course- as a governmental document- is the Vision 
2020 imperative, the other current is that of the progressive artist, community and stakeholder 
initiatives of the last 45 years. I hope that we have been able to combine both languages and ideologies 
into a coherent and honest whole.

So now please peruse, enjoy and contribute your piece by adding your ideas and your voice to it. Once again- 
this is a Draft. It is meant to be a ‘launching pad’ document for debate within the national and creative 
community. The final Policy document that will eventually be created may look very different than this Draft and
that is the beauty of consultation. The point must be that we must start and finish- we must commit to making 
this Policy real- adopted and implemented.

Thank you for your patience.

Yours with Respect,

………………………………………………..
RUBADIRI VICTOR
Co-draftee of the Draft National Cultural Policy Document
rubadiri@yahoo.com 
1-868-797-0949


